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DISCUSSION GUIDE /  SESSION # - TITLE

LEADER 

GUIDE

MESSAGE BIG IDEA
Jesus offers us more joy as we remain closely linked to him.

SCRIPTURE
John 15:1-11

ICEBREAKER & OPENING THOUGHT
These two questions introduce the topic for the week and get people thinking about the “more” they’d like to have. If 
your group is new, you may want to spend more time on these questions by asking follow up questions and getting to 
know one another. 

BIBLE DISCUSSION
As you walk through these passages here are a few things to keep in mind. First, Jesus commands us to love, which 
is to pour yourself out for another person. Of course, love isn’t necessarily giving other people exactly what they want 
all the time. In fact, loving someone well may require you to set a boundary with them or to say “no” to a destructive 
request. 

Secondly, as you discuss obedience, you may want to have a few examples of how obedience and commands create 
freedom for others. For example, when drivers obey the traffic laws, we create a system where we are free to travel and 
be relatively assured that our journey will be predictable and safe. Another example could be taken from the parenting 
world. The more my daughter obeys the curfew we have set in place, the more freedom she has, but if she breaks our 
trust, there will be consequences, but in grace, my wife and I will work with her to rebuild it. Commands and obedience 
may sound harsh and legalistic; however, they intend to help us grow, flourish, and find freedom.  

Finally, don’t get hung up on the specifics of Jesus metaphor of the vine being pruned and the dead parts cut away 
and burned in the fire. It may be tempting to determine fine theological points based on the specifics of this broader 
vine image. For instance, the group might miss the point of this teaching if you spend a lot of time talking about hell 
and judgment based on the imagery of fire in this text. Jesus’ picture here is a realistic one that would have happened, 
especially on a farm, and would have been familiar to many people. Additionally, the imagery of a vine is used as 
a metaphor for Israel in the Old Testament and is a corporate image more so than a discussion about individual 
destinies and judgment. Jesus also doesn’t connect the image of fire to Gehenna, which was the Greek word usually 
translated as hell in English Bibles. Help people see how obedience to Jesus and his commands can lead us to a full 
and flourishing life in him. In fact, we may all need some pruning, because some impulses in our life might not be in 
accordance with Jesus and his commands to love others. Pruning hurts, but it is essential for the flourishing of life. 

LIFE APPLICATION
Let the Bible discussion lead you to the question of “so what now?” Help people think about how they can grow in 
the way they relate to God, the small group, and the world as 3C Christ followers. A good follow up question to all the 
pruning discussion might be: “What kind of pruning needs to happen in your life?” As you discuss this, challenge the 
group to instill some new habits in their lives for the next eight weeks. Eight weeks is sufficient time for a new practice to 
become a habit, and when we develop healthy habits, we flourish as individuals and communities.

CHALLENGE
Jesus offers us complete and enduring joy. So if we feel unsatisfied or unfinished, Jesus invites us into a joy-filled, fruit-
bearing existence in him. It doesn’t mean life will be like sleeping on a bed of roses, but it does promise a joy anchored 
in the reality of God that provides meaning, purpose, and sustenance that life’s worst circumstances can’t take away. 
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